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Tour participants: Jose Castano and Claudia Diaz (Leaders) with seven Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Saturday 24th November 

Our flight from London departed this evening, flying directly to Bogota, the capital of Colombia. 

Day 2 Sunday 25th November 

Bogota and La Florida 

The group arrived in the early hours of the morning and transferred to a characterful hotel in the historic quarter 

of the city – La Candalaria. Following a few hours of rest and a tasty breakfast, we made our way across the city 

– conditions were bright and sunny allowing the group to enjoy wonderful first views of Bogota and its 

landscapes. Our first birding of the tour was in the La Florida district – an area that includes wetlands and 

recreation areas for the general public. In total we recorded over 30, most aquatic, species, including Spot-

flanked Gallinule, Blue-winged Teal, Common Gallinule, American Coot and Lesser Yellowlegs.  

 

We returned to the hotel and following an excellent local lunch we made our way to the wonderful Botero 

Museum. The Botero houses some of South America’s finest works of art, including over 100 original works by 

Colombia’s most famed artist, Fernando Botero, not to mention works by Pablo Picasso, Claude Monet, Henri 

Matisse and Salvador Dali. It had been a wonderful first day, full of avian and artistic gems, all within the city 

limits of one of South America’s most exciting cities. 

Day 3 Monday 26th November 

Laguna Pedro Palo and Chicaque 

An early start this morning saw us leaving the city limits behind us and making our way to the nearby Laguna 

Pedro Palo – a lake surrounded by a mosaic of good forest habitat mixed with agricultural pastures. We were 

greeted by a welcoming party of dazzling tanagers, including Blue-gray, Palm, Scrub, Beryl-spangled, Blue-

necked, Black-capped and Summer varieties. The excellent birding continued throughout the morning as we 

enjoyed this transitional zone between the lowlands and higher Andes. Highlights included Crimson-rumped 

Toucanet, the near-endemic Spectacled Parrotlet, Common Tody-flycatcher, Fawn-breasted Tanager and the 

superb Booted Racket-tail (hummingbird). We also had good views of several boreal migrants – a bonus of 

birding at this time of year – including Rose-breasted Grosbeak and both Blackburnian and Black-and-white 

warblers.  

 

Following our morning’s birding we made the short drive to the Chicaque reserve which protects pristine 

swathes of moss-festooned cloud forest. Here we enjoyed jaw-dropping views of the spectacular Golden-bellied 

Starfrontlet – a much sought-after Colombian endemic hummingbird. Other dazzling hummingbird species 

included Collared Inca, Tourmaline Sunangel and Glowing Puffleg. In the surrounding forest we found a pair of 

Moustached Brushfinch, White-sided Flowerpiercer and Montane Foliage-gleaner among other species. Having 

enjoyed further eastern Andean avian delights, we made our way back to our comfortable hotel in Bogota.  
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Day 4 Tuesday 27th November 

Mount Monserrate and Bogota 

The day began with a cable-car ride up to Mount Monserrate, one of the main sites visited both by locals and 

visitors, attracted by both the panoramic views of the city and the history of the religious settlement on its 

summit. Having soaked up the scenic views of Bogota, we turned our attentions to the well-maintained gardens 

which supported a fine selection of hummingbirds including jaw-droppers such as Black-tailed Trainbearer, 

Shining Sunbeam, Glowing Puffleg, Tyrian Metaltail, Tourmaline Sunangel and Collared Inca.  

 

The remainder of our day was designated to further cultural exploration of Bogota, accompanied by an expert 

local guide. We visited the famous Gold Musuem which holds a dazzling collection of pre-Columbian gold and 

other metal alloys, said to be the largest collection of its type in the world. From here we proceeded directly on a 

wonderful walking tour of the old city with our guide, which included the key historic sites within La Candaleria 

including Plaza Bolivar, the Palace of Justice and many of the little-known nooks and crannies of this famous 

area. We were also treated to various local delicacies which certainly made the day even more satisfying! Sadly, 

some inclement weather meant we had to take shelter for parts of the walk, but it had been a wonderful day and 

we headed to the airport with a new appreciation of Bogota and its fascinating history. Following a short flight 

and 20-minute transfer we arrived at our new accommodation in Pereira – a beautiful and historic coffee 

hacienda. 

Day 5 Wednesday 28th November 

Cocora Valley and Salento 

In rather cloudy conditions we began the morning’s birding in the beautiful lodge gardens of our hacienda. The 

striking Bar-crested Antshrike stole the show early on, with a prolonged morning’s repertoire allowing for close 

and unobstructed views of this much sought after near-endemic species. Other species seen this morning 

included Bared-faced Ibis, Blue-headed Parrot, Streaked Flycatcher, Vermillion Flycatcher and Common Tody-

flycatcher, and, while enjoying an al fresco breakfast we had the great surprise of locating a Lesser Nighthawk 

perched high on the branch of a Ceiba tree. It had been a cracking morning’s birding! 

 

Following breakfast, a short road transfer took us to the scenic Cocora Valley, which lies close to the quaint 

colonial-style village of Salento. The plan was to enjoy gentle hiking and birding today, taking in the stunning 

views of the valley, which is studded with Colombia’s national tree, the towering wax palm, that makes this 

location one of the most photographed in all Colombia. The main trail was a little muddy, so we took a lesser 

trodden alternative, and our decision was immediately justified as a male Andean Condor flew very low overhead 

causing gasps from the entire group! The condor then perched up offering further stunning views – what a start 

to our walk!  

 

Continuing our gentle hike, we heard the unmistakable yet distant call of a Black-billed Mountain Toucan 

echoing across from the other side of the valley. A friendly local farmer kindly gave us permission to leave the 

public path and cross his farmstead for a better vantage point from where we could scan for our quarry. After 

several minutes of searching and trying to triangulate the calls, we located the perched bird and the entire group 

enjoyed cracking scope views. It was unanimously agreed that this was the species of the day – quite a scalp for 

the toucan when an Andean Condor had also been in the mix. Continuing our walk, we enjoyed other striking 
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birds, most noticeably Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Green (Inca) Jay, Bronze-winged Parrot, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 

White-tailed Hawk, Northern-crested Caracara and American Kestrel.  

 

Relaxing back in the village of Salento, we enjoyed a delicious local lunch and wandered the colourful streets 

while making a stop at a café to taste the local coffee – we were, after all, in one of the most famous coffee 

growing regions in the world! Suffices to say that Costa had nothing on these refined beans and satisfied with 

our day’s birding and meanderings around town we made our way back to our hacienda for a relaxing late 

afternoon. It had been another memorable day with wonderful birds and local Andean scenery and culture.    

Day 6 Thursday 29th November 

Salento, Otún-Quimbaya and Manizales 

Clear and sunny early morning conditions greeted us as we again spent time in the beautiful and lush gardens of 

our hacienda. Our first objective was to locate the endemic Grayish Piculet which had eluded us the previous 

morning and we were soon enjoying views of this diminutive bird as it foraged in one of the imposing Samán 

trees. Nearby another tree (Tabebuia chrysantha) was in full flower and attracted several species of hummingbird 

including White-necked Jacobin and Black-throated Mango. However, a dazzling male Ruby-topaz 

Hummingbird was undoubtedly the hummer of the morning. Our morning’s birding was rounded off when a 

colourful Andean Motmot perched above our heads!  

 

Following breakfast, we said our goodbyes to the friendly staff of Hacienda San José and made our way to our 

next birding spot – the Otún-Quimbaya sanctuary of flora and fauna. We were immediately amongst the action 

with cracking views of the rare and endemic Cauca Guan and the impressive Red-ruffed Fruitcrow – both key 

targets of the reserve. Further gentle birding produced more striking avian delights, including a colourful haul of 

dazzling tanagers such as Fawn-breasted, Golden, Metallic-green and the much sought-after endemic Multi-

coloured! Several boreal migrants were encountered including both Canada and Blackburnian warblers, as well as 

Broad-winged Hawk, while other notable species today included Pearled Treerunner, Southern Nightingale-wren 

and Slate-throated Whitestart. We were also treated to superb views of a troop of Colombian Red Howler 

Monkeys and spent time scanning the Otún River, where we were rewarded with fine views of a pair of Torrent 

Duck as well as White-capped Dipper and Torrent Tyrannulet, all of which make their living on rushing white-

water Andean streams and rivers. From Otún we continued our journey northwards, to the central Andean city 

of Manizales, which is perched at an altitude of 2,000 metres above sea level. 

Day 7 Friday 30th November 

Manizales and Rio Blanco 

Following a short transfer from our comfortable hotel we arrived at Rio Blanco – a private reserve owned by a 

local water company which protects significant swathes of pristine cloud forest habitat about the city of 

Manizales. Rio Blanco is rightly famous for its antpittas and our day began at one of the feeding stations where 

we were hoping to lure in these furtive birds with juicy earth worms. Our luck was in and the first antpitta of the 

day was the extremely shy and near-endemic Bi-coloured Antpitta. A short walk took us to the next feeding 

station where the elegant Chestnut-crowned and endemic Brown-banded Antpittas both performed well. Sadly, 

the diminutive Slate-crowned variety wouldn’t show, most likely because the larger Brown-banded were feeding 
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young and so were dominating the feeding site. However, Rio Blanco is far more than just an antpitta reserve, 

and over the course of the day as we gently birded the scenic forested trails we were treated to some of the 

birding highlights of the tour which included such stunners as Crimson-mantled Woodpecker, Rusty-faced 

Parrot, Golden-plumed Parakeet, Purple-backed Thornbill, Pearled Treerunner, Green-and-black Fruiteater, 

Yellow-billed Cacique and Golden-fronted Whitestart. Other notable species today included the elusive 

Flammulated Treehunter and the uncommon Dusky Piha, amongst more common species like Sickle-winged 

Guan, Azara’s Spinetail, Montane Woodcreeper, Rufous-crowned Tody-flycatcher, Slaty-backed Chat-tyrant, 

Barred Becard and Glossy-black Thrush. More striking tanagers and allies added further colour to our birding 

and these included Beryl-spangled, Metallic-green, Blue-and-black and Summer tanagers, as well as Capped 

Conebill, both Black-capped and Superciliared Hemispingus and several species of flowerpiercer.  

 

Our day’s birding was punctuated with plenty of time back at the reserve’s HQ, where we enjoyed lunch as well 

as relaxed birding in the very pleasant garden which features both sugar and banana feeders. Consequently, a fine 

selection of dazzling hummingbirds were enjoyed at close range, and included such stunners as Lesser and 

Sparkling Violetears, Speckled Hummingbird, Fawn-breasted Brilliant, Buff-tailed Coronet, both Bronzy and 

Collared Incas and Long-tailed Sylph. The banana feeders meanwhile drew in both Blue-winged and Lacrimose 

Mountain Tanagers. It had been another wonderful day of birding, with a plethora of colourful species as well as 

a cracking haul of furtive skulkers. We returned for a restful night at our comfortable hotel in Manizales.  

Day 8 Saturday 1st December 

Nevado del Ruiz  

An early start saw us climbing high above Manizales, towards the beautiful and otherworldly páramo habitat of 

Nevado del Ruiz National Park, which harbours a spectacular suite of high-altitude specialist species. At our first 

stop we enjoyed views of both Andean Duck and Andean Teal at the scenic Laguna Negra. Here too we enjoyed 

a local breakfast and soaked up views of the impressive Nevado del Ruiz snow-capped volcano, before 

continuing on higher in search of more high-altitude avian treasures. One such jewel of these parts is the 

endemic Buffy Helmetcrest – a specialist hummingbird only found above 3,400 metres in Colombia’s central 

Andes. These incredible hummers are heavily reliant upon the asteraceae family of plants, of which the locally 

common frailejón is a member - a bizarre looking flowering plant which punctuates the páramo and gives it its 

otherworldly feel. Our luck was in and we soon located both a male and female helmetcrest and observed these 

unique hummingbirds at close range.  

 

Further exploration of the area turned up more local specialities such as White-chinned Thistletail, Andean-tit 

Spinetail, Sedge Wren, Plumbeous Sierra Finch and Many-striped Canastero. It had already been a cracking 

morning – a feast of special birds enjoyed in one of the most spectacular and special habitats in all South 

America! However, we still had plenty of time left here as we were due to stay in a nearby mountain hotel with 

natural thermal hot springs and a garden full of dazzling high-altitude hummingbirds. A well-deserved lunch was 

enjoyed at the hotel’s restaurant which enjoys panoramic views of the surrounding area.  

 

The sub-páramo habitat surrounding our hotel harbours more striking hummingbirds, which are in turn attracted 

to the sugar feeders in the hotel’s gardens. Thanks to our relaxed schedule we had plenty of time to be dazzled 

by the likes of Sword-billed Hummingbird, Great Sapphirewing, Glowing, Black-thighed and Golden-bellied 

Pufflegs, Shining Sunbeam, Tyrian Metaltail and Buff-winged Starfrontlet. Some of the group chose to spend the 
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entire afternoon here, soaking in the thermal baths - surely the perfect way to relax after several days of exciting 

exploration throughout Colombia! 

 

Others decided to head out on a gentle walk from the hotel for further birding. The surrounding habitat is surely 

one of the best locations in the country to see mountain tanagers and we were treated to good views of four 

different varieties seen in mixed species flocks - Black-chested, Scarlet-bellied, Lacrimose and Buff-breasted. 

Other noteworthy species this afternoon included White-browed Spinetail, White-banded Tyrannulet, Black-

crested and Russet-crowned Warblers, Pale-naped Brushfinch, Oleaginous Hemispingus, Rusty Flowerpiercer 

and Blue-backed Conebill. Sightings of Black-chested Buzzard Eagle and Purple-backed Thornbill further added 

to what had been another exciting and memorable day of the tour. Further delightfully soothing dips were 

enjoyed in the thermal baths this evening! 

Day 9 Sunday 2nd December 

Nevado del Ruiz and Jardin 

The first couple of hours of the morning were again spent up into the páramo with the hope of locating Rufous-

fronted Parakeet – an elusive and often skittish Colombian endemic. However, despite favourable conditions 

there were no signs of this enigmatic species. Nevertheless, we did record several notable others including 

Swainson’s Hawk, White-throated Tyrannulet, Rufous-breasted Chat-tyrant and Golden-fronted Whitestart.  

 

Following breakfast at the hotel we began to make the long journey to Jardin. The first part of the journey 

descended through nice cloud forest towards Manizales and a quick stop revealed Masked Trogon, Grass-green 

Tanager and both Hooded and Lacrimose mountain tanagers. From here we pressed on northwards, descending 

into patchy dry forest and crossing the narrow Cauca Valley. Along the way we stopped a couple of times for 

lunch and a comfort/coffee break, recording various common species such as Western Cattle Egret, Neotropical 

Cormorant, White-collared Swift, Southern Rough-winged Swallow, Black Phoebe, Vermillion Flycatcher, 

Tropical Kingbird, Carib Crackle and Summer Tanager. Unfortunately, thanks to roadworks along the way, we 

were quite delayed and arrived at our characterful hotel, which is situated on Jardin’s quaint main town square 

complete with its own neo-gothic cathedral (the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception), late in the day. There 

was thankfully a little time left in the day to soak up the late afternoon atmosphere of the colourful town square.  

Day 10 Monday 3rd December 

Jardin 

A pre-dawn start saw us making our way up a bumpy track in 4x4 vehicles high above Jardin to a reserve famed 

for a population of endangered Yellow-eared Parrot - a species that only 25 years old back was declared extinct 

in Colombia. These parrots depend on the wax palm for nesting sites and thanks to efforts by the local 

government and private owners a 25,000-hectare area of cloud forest protects this rare species. We didn’t have to 

wait long before we heard a feeding party of parrots approaching and flying overhead. To witness these birds 

which had been all but written off was a magical moment! 
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Continuing our morning´s birding we enjoyed more cracking sightings including Glowing Puffleg, Masked 

Trogon, Rufous Spinetail, Pearled Treerunner, Streaked Tuftedcheek, Red-crested Cotinga, Barred Fruiteater, 

Northern Mountain Cacique and Blue-backed Conebill to mention only a few.  

 

Following an exciting morning’s birding we made our way to a local coffee finca (plantation) where we learnt 

about coffee production and sampled a fresh Colombian brew. Here we also enjoyed a hearty local lunch. The 

final act of the day came in the form of a visit to one of the most active Andean Cock-of-the-rock leks in all 

South America - the group were spellbound as the flashy males strutted their stuff just a few metres away. The 

lekking site is protected by a local family who are regenerating the surrounding forest and thanks to their efforts 

we were able to observe several other species including Tropical Screech-owl, Black-chested Jay, Russet-backed 

Oropendola and many others. From here we made our way back to the main square where some of the group 

sipped on a cool beer(s) while enjoying one of the most popular pastimes of Jardin – people watching. We later 

reconvened for dinner, before retiring for a restful night after what had been an action-packed day of birding, 

stunning scenery, freshly brewed Colombian coffee, delicious food and local culture. 

Day 11 Tuesday 4th December 

Jardin and Cartagena 

Our last morning in the western Andes concluded with a visit to a private property where a delicious local 

breakfast spread awaited our arrival. However, we weren’t the only ones being fed! Fruit feeders just metres away 

attracted a suite of colourful birds for their own breakfast! Excellent views of Colombian Chachalaca added to 

our list of Colombian endemics, while the likes of Andean Motmot, Red-headed Barbet and a selection of 

dazzling tanagers including Blue-necked, Bay-headed, Scrub, Blue-gray, Palm, Flame-rumped and Crimson-

rumped added incredible colour to the morning. Several hummers also put in a show including Andean Emerald 

and both Rufous-tailed and Steely-vented hummingbirds. 

 

After our spectacular ‘breakfast with birds’ we said our goodbyes and started to wind our way through the dry 

lower reaches of the Cauca Valley, eventually climbing back up the western slope of the central Andes to 

Colombia’s second city of Medellin. From here we took a short flight to Cartagena de Indias – our final 

destination of the tour and one of the cultural highlights of all South America! The next two nights were spent in 

a stylish boutique hotel, complete with pool and spa facilities. 

Day 12 Wednesday 5th December 

Cartagena 

We had a full day to soak up the cultural and historical delights of Cartagena, accompanied by an expert local 

cultural guide throughout. The day began at one of the city’s most iconic locations – the UNESCO heritage site 

of Castillo San Felipe de Barajas – a strategic 16th century fortress that stands in a commanding position 

overlooking the bay of Cartagena and the city below. As we explored the maze of tunnels and turrets we learnt 

about the history of the fort and how it had been the scene of attacks and invasions by pirates, armies, privateers 

and admirals over the centuries. The Spanish further fortified the city, creating the walls of what is now the 

famous Walled City. From here, with Magnificent Frigatebirds circling overhead, we moved on to the scenic 

Convent of Santa Cruz de la Popa – a monastery which sits atop a 492-foot-high hill with beautiful gardens, 
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religious iconography and scenic views of the city and beyond. Our morning concluded with a drive around the 

rapidly expanding modern side of the city, before crossing back into Cartagena’s historical and cultural heart – 

the Walled City. Here we enjoyed a delicious local lunch, with plenty of fish options on offer.  

 

Following lunch, we proceeded on a fascinating walking tour of the Walled City – itself a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. Our cultural guide led us through the narrow-cobbled streets, past colonial churches, colourful 16th 

century mansions and quiet plazas, all the while weaving a tale of Cartagena’s fascinating history and explaining 

the significance and details of locations and local points of interest that would surely have passed the uninformed 

visitor by. It was a fitting end to our birds and history tour of Colombia. However, there was still time that 

afternoon to explore a little at our own leisure, or, for those that wished, to relax back at the hotel. That evening 

the group enjoyed a special farewell dinner in one of Cartagena’s finest restaurants, while recounting wonderful 

tales and memories of the past days. What a trip it had been – with birding highlights galore and a new 

appreciation of Colombia’s rich history and culture.  

Day 13 Thursday 6th December 

Cartagena and flight to Bogota 

The morning was left free to further explore or relax at one’s own leisure. Most of the group then transferred the 

short way to Cartagena’s airport for a flight to Bogota and onward connections to the UK, while two members 

of the group continued their Colombia birding adventure with the Santa Marta endemics birding extension.  

Day 14 Friday 7th December 

Our overnight flight back to the UK arrived this morning and having collected their luggage and said their 

goodbyes, went their separate ways with memories of a wonderful holiday, which took in the fantastically varied 

bird life and the stunning scenery of this fascinating country. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; E = Endemic; N = Near Endemic; I = Introduced) 

    November/December  

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata         ✓             

2 Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors ✓                     

3 Andean Teal - N Anas andium             ✓         

4 Ruddy Duck (Andean) Oxyura jamaicensis ✓                     

5 Colombian Chachalaca - E Ortalis columbiana                   ✓   

6 Cauca Guan - E Penelope perspicax         ✓             

7 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii           ✓           

8 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps ✓ ✓                   

9 Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓             

10 Striated Heron Butorides striata ✓                     

11 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓       

12 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓                     

13 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea         ✓             

14 Snowy Egret Egretta thula ✓                     

15 Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens                   ✓ ✓ 

16 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus               ✓       

17 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura ✓             ✓   ✓   

18 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓   

19 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus       ✓               

20 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus ✓                     

21 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris     ✓ ✓ ✓             

22 White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus       ✓               

23 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus             ✓         

24 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus         ✓             

25 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni               ✓       

26 Bogota Rail - N Rallus semiplumbeus H                     

27 Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata ✓                     

28 Spot-flanked Gallinule Porphyriops melanops ✓                     

29 American Coot Fulica americana ✓                     
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    November/December  

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

30 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

31 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius ✓                     

32 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria         ✓             

33 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes ✓                     

34 Rock Pigeon - I Columba livia   ✓ ✓   ✓             

35 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata   ✓       ✓   ✓       

36 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti       ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓     

37 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi         ✓             

38 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

39 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani       ✓ ✓         ✓   

40 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana         ✓             

41 Tropical Screech Owl Megascops choliba         ✓       ✓     

42 Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis       ✓ ✓             

43 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris               ✓       

44 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy   ✓                   

45 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora       ✓ ✓             

46 Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus   ✓ ✓     ✓           

47 Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans   ✓ ✓     ✓           

48 Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis         ✓             

49 Ruby-topaz Hummingbird Chrysolampis mosquitus         ✓             

50 Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica   ✓                   

51 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl     ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓   

52 Andean Emerald Amazilia franciae                 ✓     

53 Steely-vented Hummingbird - N Amazilia saucerottei         ✓       ✓     

54 Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys           ✓           

55 Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides           ✓           

56 Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens           ✓           

57 Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis     ✓       ✓         

58 Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi             ✓         

59 Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena           ✓           

60 Collared Inca Coeligena torquata   ✓     ✓ ✓           

61 Golden-bellied Starfrontlet Coeligena bonapartei   ✓                   
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    November/December  

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

62 Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena lutetiae             ✓         

63 Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera             ✓         

64 Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus             ✓         

65 Tourmaline Sunangel - N Heliangelus exortis   ✓     ✓   ✓   ✓     

66 Glowing Puffleg Eriocnemis vestita   ✓ ✓           ✓     

67 Black-thighed Puffleg - N Eriocnemis derbyi             ✓         

68 Golden-breasted Puffleg - N Eriocnemis mosquera             ✓         

69 Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii   ✓                   

70 Purple-backed Thornbill Ramphomicron microrhynchum           ✓ ✓         

71 Buffy Helmetcrest - E Oxypogon stuebelii             ✓         

72 Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina     ✓       ✓         

73 Viridian Metaltail - N Metallura williami             ✓         

74 Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii     ✓     ✓           

75 White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant         ✓             

76 Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps         H             

77 Masked Trogon Trogon personatus           ✓   ✓ ✓     

78 Andean Motmot Momotus aequatorialis         ✓ ✓     ✓     

79 Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus   ✓             ✓     

80 Black-billed Mountain Toucan Andigena nigrirostris       ✓               

81 Greyish Piculet - E Picumnus granadensis         ✓             

82 Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus   ✓                   

83 Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus       ✓               

84 Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii           ✓           

85 Northern Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway       ✓       ✓       

86 Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima   ✓             ✓     

87 American Kestrel Falco sparverius       ✓               

88 Rusty-faced Parrot Hapalopsittaca amazonina           ✓           

89 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus       ✓ ✓             

90 Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus       ✓         ✓     

91 Spectacled Parrotlet Forpus conspicillatus   ✓     ✓             

92 Yellow-eared Parrot Ognorhynchus icterotis                 ✓     

93 Golden-plumed Parakeet Leptosittaca branickii           ✓           
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94 Stout-billed Cinclodes  Cinclodes excelsior             ✓         

95 Andean Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura andicola             ✓         

96 White-chinned Thistletail Asthenes fuliginosa             ✓         

97 Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata             ✓         

98 Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa                 ✓     

99 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae           ✓           

100 Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura         ✓             

101 White-browed Spinetail Hellmayrea gularis             ✓         

102 Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops       ✓               

103 Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger         ✓ ✓     ✓     

104 Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii                 ✓     

105 Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis   ✓                   

106 Flammulated Treehunter Thripadectes flammulatus           ✓           

107 Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii       ✓               

108 Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger           ✓           

109 Great Antshrike Taraba major         H             

110 Bar-crested Antshrike - N Thamnophilus multistriatus       ✓ ✓             

111 Bicolored Antpitta - N Grallaria rufocinerea           ✓           

112 Chestnut-naped Antpitta Grallaria nuchalis           ✓           

113 Rufous Antpitta Grallaria rufula             H         

114 Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis             H         

115 Brown-banded Antpitta - E Grallaria milleri           ✓           

116 Ocellated Tapaculo Acropternis orthonyx                 H     

117 Spillmann's Tapaculo - N Scytalopus spillmanni                 H     

118 Black-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias nigrocapillus           ✓     ✓     

119 Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster       ✓               

120 Lesser Elaenia Elaenia chiriquensis   ✓                   

121 White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys               ✓       

122 White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus   ✓                   

123 White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus             ✓         

124 Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea         ✓             

125 Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops   ✓             ✓     
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126 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus       ✓               

127 Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus ruficeps           ✓           

128 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum   ✓   ✓ ✓             

129 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus   ✓                   

130 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓       

131 Tropical Pewee Contopus cinereus         ✓             

132 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus obscurus       ✓ ✓     ✓       

133 Streak-throated Bush Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis               ✓       

134 Crowned Chat-Tyrant - N Silvicultrix frontalis             H         

135 Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris           ✓           

136 Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca rufipectoralis               ✓       

137 Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor             ✓         

138 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa       ✓               

139 Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis       ✓ ✓             

140 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis   ✓                   

141 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus   ✓ ✓   ✓             

142 Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus       ✓               

143 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     

144 Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana       ✓               

145 Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus ✓                     

146 Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes             ✓         

147 Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus                 ✓     

148 Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii           ✓     ✓     

149 Barred Fruiteater Pipreola arcuata                 ✓     

150 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus                 ✓     

151 Dusky Piha Lipaugus fuscocinereus           ✓           

152 Red-ruffed Fruitcrow Pyroderus scutatus         ✓             

153 Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor           ✓           

154 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus ✓   ✓                 

155 Inca Jay Cyanocorax yncas       ✓ ✓         ✓   

156 Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea ✓                     

157 Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera                       
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158 Blue-and-white Swallow Notiochelidon cyanoleuca   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

159 Brown-bellied Swallow Notiochelidon murina               ✓       

160 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis               ✓       

161 Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa           ✓     ✓     

162 Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis             ✓         

163 Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis                 H     

164 House Wren Troglodytes aedon ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

165 Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis           ✓           

166 Grey-breasted Wood Wren  Henicorhina leucophrys bangsi   ✓     H H     H     

167 Southern Nightingale-Wren Microcerculus marginatus         ✓             

168 Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea       ✓               

169 Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus   ✓                   

170 Great Thrush Turdus fuscater ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

171 Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus           ✓           

172 Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis   ✓     ✓       ✓     

173 Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi                   ✓   

174 White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus         ✓             

175 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria ✓ ✓                   

176 Andean Siskin Spinus spinescens ✓                     

177 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris   ✓                   

178 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia   ✓                   

179 Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi   ✓     ✓             

180 Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓     ✓     

181 Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata             ✓ ✓       

182 Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda         ✓             

183 Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata             ✓         

184 Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis         ✓             

185 Slate-throated Whitestart Myioborus miniatus   ✓     ✓             

186 Golden-fronted Whitestart - N Myioborus ornatus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

187 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna   ✓                   

188 Yellow-billed Cacique Amblycercus holosericeus           ✓           

189 Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons                 ✓     
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190 Northern Mountain Cacique Cacicus leucoramphus                 ✓     

191 Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater ✓ ✓               ✓   

192 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis ✓                     

193 Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris               ✓       

194 Yellow-hooded Blackbird Chrysomus icterocephalus ✓                     

195 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola ✓       ✓         ✓   

196 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

197 Grey-browed Brushfinch Arremon assimilis           ✓           

198 Pale-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidinucha             ✓         

199 Common Bush Tanager Chlorospingus flavopectus   ✓                   

200 Black-capped Hemispingus Hemispingus atropileus           ✓           

201 Superciliaried Hemispingus Hemispingus superciliaris           ✓           

202 Oleaginous Hemispingus Hemispingus frontalis             ✓   ✓     

203 Grey-hooded Bush Tanager Cnemoscopus rubrirostris           ✓           

204 Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus                   ✓   

205 Flame-rumped Tanager  Ramphocelus flammigerus                   ✓   

206 Blue-grey Tanager Thraupis episcopus   ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓   

207 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum   ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓   

208 Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala           ✓     ✓     

209 Hooded Mountain Tanager Buthraupis montana               ✓       

210 Black-chested Mountain Tanager Buthraupis eximia             ✓         

211 Lacrimose Mountain Tanager Anisognathus lacrymosus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

212 Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris             ✓         

213 Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus           ✓           

214 Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii           ✓   ✓       

215 Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager Dubusia taeniata             ✓         

216 Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota   ✓     ✓             

217 Multicolored Tanager - E Chlorochrysa nitidissima         ✓             

218 Golden Tanager Tangara arthus         ✓             

219 Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola                   ✓   

220 Scrub Tanager - N Tangara vitriolina   ✓               ✓   

221 Golden-naped Tanager Tangara ruficervix                       



Colombia – Birds and History  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     June 19 
 

    November/December  

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

222 Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides         ✓ ✓           

223 Blue-necked Tanager Tangara cyanicollis   ✓               ✓   

224 Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis   ✓       ✓           

225 Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii           ✓           

226 Black-capped Tanager Tangara heinei   ✓                   

227 Rufous-browed Conebill - N Conirostrum rufum ✓                     

228 Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor             ✓   ✓     

229 Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons           ✓           

230 Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides     ✓       ✓         

231 White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera   ✓ ✓     ✓     ✓     

232 Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea           ✓ ✓         

233 Plumbeous Sierra Finch Phrygilus unicolor             ✓         

234 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola   ✓ ✓                 

235 Black-winged Saltator  Saltator atripennis               ✓       

236 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina         ✓             

237 Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis   ✓                   

238 Band-tailed Seedeater Catamenia analis ✓           ✓         

239 Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata             ✓         

240 Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus                 ✓     

241 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra   ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓     

242 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus   ✓   ✓               
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